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A MARKETABLE EIF SYSTEM
Exterior insulation and finish systems have endeared them-

selves to building owners who are attracted to the product

due to its low long-term costs including high energy savings

through superior insulation properties, durability and low

maintenance. Up front cost savings include ease of installa-

tion, which has also attracted contractors to the product.

EIFS construction has changed little over the years. It typi-

cally consists of an insulation board, made of expanded or

ly formulated adhesive and/or mechanical attachment. A

water-resistant base coat is then applied to the top of the

insulation and reinforced with fiberglass mesh for added

strength. Then the finish coat, typically using acrylic co-poly-

mer technology, is troweled on.

But Parex has a product that allows the applicator to apply

the adhesive directly to the wall. An added benefit is that it

provides a secondary weather resistant barrier at the same

extruded polystyrene foam, time. The product is called the Parex KeyCoat Liquid Mem-

which is secured to the exteri- brane Adhesive system. “KeyCoat” is a term that describes

or wall surface with a special- the process of applying a liquid membrane secondary weath-



er barrier and an EPS adhesive together in one step. The Key-

Coat is one coat of material that serves two key functions: It

forms an effective barrier against moisture, and it locks down

EPS board with one product application. The product was used

on the buildings mentioned in this article.

Sacred Heart Hospital

Sacred Heart Hospital, as the oldest Catholic hospital in Flori-

da, has been a cornerstone of the community in and around

Pensacola since the turn of the 20th century. Built in 1915, the

hospital was a joint effort between a group of local citizens and

the Daughters of Charity, a religious order dedicated to care for

the poor and the sick, which was founded in 1633.

“Our most recent project is a multi-million dollar expansion

and modernization program that includes two major additions

to our Ninth Avenue campus,” says Mike Burke, public rela-

tions manager for Sacred Heart. “One wing houses the new

Regional Heart and Vascular Institute, a new emergency/trau-

ma center and surgical suites, while the second addition

includes new facilities for the Nemours Children’s Clinic. We

also added a parking garage to handle the additional visitors to

the hospital.”

Burke explains that the expansion was necessary due to both

increased services and for modernization reasons.

An EIF system had been used on the newer buildings due to

ease of application and for insulation protection against the bru-

tal heat found in Florida during the summers. However, the

newer, more modern looking EIFS-clad buildings were a

marked contrast to the old red brick of the original 1965 struc-

tures, so it was decided that the brick would also be covered

with EIFS in order to give the entire campus a homogenized

look, as well as to give additional insulation to the older build-
ings.



“The new additions had been specified as an EIFS project from

the beginning,” says Larry Vallia, president of Vallia-Warren

Construction Systems in Pensacola. “Some of the other, newer

buildings had been built using EIFS, so the hospital wanted the

whole campus to have that same look.”

Isleta Casino & Resort

Then there’s New Mexico’s Isleta Casino & Resort, just out-

side of Albuquerque, one of New Mexico’s newest casinos. Fea-

turing Southwestern-style decor, the 100,000-square-foot casi-

no and resort features 1,700 Nevada-style slot machines, an

exclusive high-limit area, and a 3,400-seat complex for concerts

and special events.

“The casino was looking for an EIF system with a secondary

water barrier,” says Doug Winter, plastering superintendent for

Les File Drywall in Albuquerque. “Obviously, one way to go

would have been to use black paper or a . . . house wrap, and

then screw in the insulation. This tends to warp the boards and

make things uneven, and is just a whole lot more work than

adhesive fastening. The problem is, you
can’t adhesively
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fasten the boards to the paper or wrap.

KeyCoat turned out to be the ideal solu-

tion.”

Winter also says his crew was much

more familiar with adhesively attached

systems than with mechanically

attached, so the combination weather

barrier and adhesive worked well for

him.

While EIFS has long been popular for

casinos, which use a great deal of intri-

cate designs and architectural details,

they’re not all swirls and curls and deco-

rative shapes.

“We had some intricate decorative work

to do at the Treasure Island Casino, but

we also had some very large expanses of
EIFS application,” says Ryan Bonnick-

sen, estimator/product manager for

Minuti-Ogle, Inc., in Oakdale, Minn.

“Weather proofing was not a considera-

tion, but saving time and money was.

We saved a lot of both by using KeyCoat

on the office and warehouse additions.”

Minuti-Ogle has been in the plastering

business for more than 94 years. As

installers of EIFS, stucco, plaster, orna-

mental plaster and drywall, among oth-

er products, their notable projects

include the Basilica of St. Mary and the

57-story Investors Diversified Services

Tower in Minneapolis; Mall of Ameri-

ca in Bloomington, Minn.; and the

World Trade Center in St. Paul, Minn.

Bonnicksen says his company has been

working on additions to the Treasure

Island Casino on the Prairie Island Indi-

an Reservation, northwest of Redwing,
Minn., since about 1985. Some of the

work is intricate: Treasure Island’s

patrons can pass from the sub-zero Min-

nesota chill through the glass-enclosed

entry, and they are immediately sur-

rounded by a make-believe Caribbean

world.

There is a large rock monolith protrud-

ing from the wall and a 40-foot water-

fall that spills into the lobby pool. Trop-

ical flora and fauna that some Min-

nesotans only see in movies or on visits

to Florida climb everywhere throughout



the building. The only thing missing is the call of wild tropical animals—

but even that may not be missing for long.

Minuti-Ogle recently completed a 60,000-square-foot casino addi-

tion that included a new warehouse and office space. The total

EIFS used on the job was about 100,000 square feet.

“We did a lot of intricate foam work in the interior of the

casino, which isn’t a strong point for KeyCoat,” says Bon-

nicksen. “But when we got to the large expanse of the

warehouse and office, we used KeyCoat, and really tore

it up in terms of the speed we were able to achieve doing

the job.”

More in Minnesota

“Using KeyCoat is so much faster than any other method of EPS

attachment in EIFS projects, we found it well worth it,” says

Robert Eide with Superior Contractors of Rochester, Inc., in



Rochester, Minn. Eide agrees that time is money, especially in

construction, and KeyCoat saved him plenty of time in the two

projects he has tried it on so far: a church addition in Redwing,

Minn., and a dental office in Rochester.

“The church was the first job . . . and I just wanted to try it out

to see if it was as easy to install as was claimed,” he says. “I found

out it was.”

Eide says he has found his use of the Parex system has become

something of a marketing tool for him, since he can offer a

product no other applicators in his area can.

“We’ve been able to market this in our area as being a unique

product, and that has translated into sales for us. I’ve talked to

a couple of architects; in fact we’re doing a 20,000 square foot

school in Grand Meadow next year, and I sold them on the

KeyCoat system. They really seemed to like the concept, espe-

cially as they knew I had the experience applying the product.”

Eide says that while he finds that architects and building own-

ers like the concept of a moisture barrier at no additional cost,

it’s the speed of application he’s happiest with.

“I watched as it was being put up on the building, and I didn’t
really know how much faster the job would go,” he says. “I just

saw that I was making money, and I said, ‘Wow, let’s keep

going.’”
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