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Iwould like to thank the membership of AWCI for allowing me to serve as president

of this great association. AWCI and the wall and ceiling business as a whole have

been very good to me and my family for many years.

It is a great honor to be president of AWCI. I have learned a great deal from each and

every president who has served during my time on the Executive Committee.

But I also have a different perspective. I have been a part of this industry and this asso-

ciation most of my life. From my first Southwest Conference meeting in 1961, I was

allowed to listen and learn from some of the other great leaders of this association. As

I look back, I remember many people who have guided me and my career with AWCI.

Several of these past leaders have been a great influence and I would like to recognize

them at this time: Jimmie Crane of Fulton, Miss.; Jim Cassidy of Chicago; Bill Scott

of Houston; and Bill Carroll of Albuquerque, N.M., who is the “Father of the AWCI

Lifetime Membership Program.”

There are also those role models who are no longer here with us in person, but are

always with me in spirit: Jack Dillard, Joe Carpenter, Gilly Hickman and, of course,

Ray and Velma Boyd.

It is with these past leaders in mind that I dedicate myself to hold the standards they

set. I look not only to the past but to the future. The future is a little cloudy now. But

as always, a new day will dawn and the industry will continue to evolve and grow. Bren-

da and I will endeavor to serve and lead AWCI to bring honor and respect to the indus-

try and this association. Thanks to all of you for allowing us the honor to serve.


