
The
Dialogue

Continues

H
By Denise M. McGiffin

ow do young architects learn about
the design and installation of wall
and ceiling systems? If their first

experience is in undergraduate studies, who
teaches them, and where does the instruc-
tor get the most current information about
our industry?

If you’ve ever pondered these questions,
you’ll understand the reasoning behind
the Foundation of the Wall and Ceiling
Industry’s continued participation in the
Construction Materials and Technology
Institute.

The Institute, organized by the Associa-
tion of the Collegiate Schools of Architec-
ture (ACSA), is designed to offer those
that teach architectural subjects a closer,
more practical look at the current methods

Holding up a sample of an EIFS
wall assembly, Doug Creed
knows that a prop is worth a
thousand words.
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and practices of our industry. Attended
by professors of architecture from colleges
and universities across the United States
and Canada, the program is taught by con-
struction industry professionals.

“I consider this a tremendous opportu-
nity to reach the architectural community.
Our participation increases awareness of
the industry and helps to establish the
Foundation as an industry resource,”
remarked Mark Nabity, Institute instructor
for the Foundation.

The Institute was held this past sum-
mer at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology (MIT) with the Foundation
participating as a sponsoring organization
for the fourth consecutive year. Other 1988
Institute sponsors included: the Brick In-
stitute of America, the National Concrete
Masonry Association, the American
Wood Council, and the Indiana Limestone
Institute.

Each sponsoring organization pays a
fee to participate, the fees are used to pro
vide “fellowships” to the approximate-

Following his presentation, Dick
Gorman fields questions from
the participants.

34   November 1988/Construction Dimensions



Foundation instructors
listening in...

The participants...
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ly 40 participating architectural professors.
The sponsoring organization is then as-
signed a day and is allowed to develop its
own syllabus and select its own instructors.

The Foundation’s team of instructors
included some of the most knowledgeable
and articulate professionals in the wall and
ceiling industry. In this group were: Mark
E. Nabity, President of Panel Tech, Inc.;
James L. Houser, Manager of Technical
Services and Product Development for
Domtar Gypsum; Jerry D. Howell, Direc-
tor of Membership Services for the Paint-
ing and Decorating Contractors of
America; Gilbert L. Phillips, President of
Terstep Southwest; Jay R. “Dick” Gor-
man, Director of Technical Services for
the Plastering Information Bureau;
Douglas C. Creed, President of Prism
Ventures, Inc.; and G. Stanton Mason,
Manager, Prefabrication Services for
Dryvit system, Inc.

“This program is among the most ef-
fective I’ve ever seen,” said Foundation
instructor Jerry Howell. “It’s another ap-
proach we can use to resolve some of the

Jerry Howell describes the im-
plications of maintenance and
repainting of certain wall
surfaces. problems that exist between contractors,

architects and manufacturers.”
The presentation began with an in-

troduction from Gene Fisher, Executive
Director of the Foundation of the Wall
and Ceiling Industry, who described the
organization’s purpose and interest in par-
ticipating in the Institute. Fisher emphasiz-
ed the Foundation’s desire to improve the
dialogue between the architectural com-
munity and the industry.

The first speaker for the industry was
Mark Nabity, who discussed the advan-
tages, components, installation practices,
design considerations, and available in-
dustry aids with regard to light gauge steel
framing systems.

Next on the program was Jim Houser
who provided a historical perspective of
the development of gypsum board, fire
and sound resistants, assemblies, their rela-
tionship to building codes and perfor-
mance criteria. Houser also reviewed
special use products, terminology and ap-
plication to curvilinear surfaces.

Jerry Howell presented recommenda-
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Stan Mason on detailing.

tions for the preparation of ceiling and wall
surfaces to receive paint or wall coverings.
Considerations of types of primers and
finish products for area usage, lighting and
architectural design were also covered in
Howell’s presentation.

discussed curtain wall and load-bearing
systems; and reviewed specifying, design-
ing and detailing for prefabrica-
tion/panelization.

Speaking on the ceiling systems was Gil
Phillips. Phillips discussed the factors in
the selection of acoustical ceilings, distinc-
tive characteristics, and sources of design
information.

Dick Gorman’s presentation included
design selection of Portland cement-based
plaster, and gypsum plaster. He also
covered specifications, and installation and
finishes of those materials and sprayed fire
protection.

Complementing the verbal presenta-
tions, the Foundation provided all par-
ticipants with binders packed full of
reference material. Andparticipants were
encouraged to use the Foundation’s many
resources, including the John H. Hamp-
shire Memorial Research and Reference
Library.

Veteran Institute instructor, Stan Mason
noted, “As evidenced by the growing par-
ticipation in this program, more and more
architects are interested in what we have
to say and are receptive to industry input.”

Doug Creed brought the professors up Jim Houser perhaps summed up the
to date on exterior insulation and finish Foundation’s participation best: “When
systems. Creed discussed the performancewe address this group, we’re talking
characteristics, design considerations, beyond these 40 people. I talked to one
classification and specifications, and ar- professor here who teaches over 260
chitectural detail. students a semester—the implications are

In the final presentation, Stan Mason
related panelization to the design process;

encouraging to say the least.”
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