
When the designer selects finish materials for

MEETING EPA’s
“C LEAN AIR

STANDARDS” IN

OFFICE DESIGN:

How One
Designer

Did It

Floor panels were combined to create a bold signature
design repeated in each elevator/reception area.

Project information and photo provided courtesy
of Forbo Industries, Hazelton, PA. Forbo designs,
manufactures and distributes the Vicrtex®
wall coverings, Forbo linoleum and vinyl
floorcoverings and Vicracoustic® acoustical pan-
els which were selected for the EPA facility.

high-traffic areas in a busy office building, durability
is obviously a critical factor. And when the same
structure will contain a satellite facility of the U.S.
Environment Protection Agency housing personnel
deeply concerned with indoor air quality and pollu-
tion ingeneral around the globe, the flooring and other
interior design elements had better be environmen-
tally safe as well.

Planning the layout and decor for floors three
through six of the ten-story building at Third Street
and E in Washington, DC was a joint venture of Viking
Systems International of Washington and Gruzen,
Samton, Steinglass, a New York-based architecture
planning and interior design firm. Nicholas Lombardo,
director of interior design for GSS, did a comprehen-
sive review of high-quality materials consistent with
EPA’s concerns with indoor air quality and environ-
mental safety.

For receptionareas fronting the elevators on each of
the four floors, Mr. Lombardo chose a linoleum floor
product made from raw materials found in nature--
linseed oil, pine tree resins, wood flour, jute and cork.
The material is non-toxic, environmentally safe, con-
tains no asbestos or potentially harmful chemicals,
and is free from off-gassing: (the gradual release of
volatile contaminants into the air that can occur with
some synthetic materials). Designer Lombardo speci-
fied a blend of navy, taupe, red and blue with marble-
ized panels that complement the dark blue and red.
Black linoleum was used as an accent color. Offices
and workspaces are carpeted, and the taupe linoleum
blends into the beginnings of the carpet zone. Lino-
leum installations are identical on all four floors. Each
covers a 20 by 26 foot area, and the design is rotated
slightly on its axis to match the building’s geometry.

Wallcovering in the reception areas is a fabric,
which Mr. Lombardo describes as having a subtle
texture with a blue and gold overprint on a light taupe
background. The pattern in silver white and mocha
mist was his choice for a general wallcovering in work
areas. Larger perimeter offices are done in a white-on-
white vinyl with a linen look.

The 75,000 square foot satellite facility was opened
in April 1992, and houses approximately 450 employ-
ees. The agency’s main headquarters in southwest
Washington is “stretched to the max,” according to
EPA project manager E.A. Rachal, who was respon-
sible for the planning and build-out of the new satellite
facility. The location, one of three opened in the past
two years to relieve overcrowding, may well be the
model for other EPA facilities around the country. Mr.
Rachal considers it a positive step in developing a
prototype for future remodeling or expansion. The
designers choice of materials not only looks attrac-
tive, he said, but it implements the agency's policy on
environmentally safe interiors. q
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