
EIMA Issues New
Requirements for Mesh
High-Impact Mesh Is Now Required by the EIFS Industry Members
Association, Which Requests Compliance from All

By Peter R. Payne

Payne

High-impact mesh from Dryvit.

A l t h o u g h  h i g h - i m p a c t
mesh has been available
for more than a decade,
and extensive testing has

shown that heavier weight glass
fiber mesh ensures the long-range
durability of exterior insulation and
f i n i sh  sys tems ,  l i gh te r  we igh t
meshes have continued to be speci-
fied and chosen for ground floor and
high-traff ic areas. Now, with a
recent revision to guidelines specifi-
cations for class PB Systems set
forth by the EIFS Industry Members
Association, Clearwater, Fla., it is
expected that the industry’s use of
high-impact mesh will become the
rule and not the exception.

The guideline specification now
requires that all ground floor eleva-

tions and all facades exposed to
a b n o r m a l  s t r e s s  o r  d e l i b e r a t e
impacts shall have the base coat
reinforced with a double layer of
glass fiber mesh consisting of a 14-
ounces-per-square-yard minimum
f i rs t  layer  and a  4-ounces-per -
square-yard minimum second layer.
This first layer is where the high-
impact mesh is now required. With
the announcement of this require-
ment, EIMA has taken a major step
to emphasize to everyone involved
in the EIFS industry—manufactur-
ers, distributors, contractors, archi-
tects and building owners—that the
use of high-impact mesh is vital to
the long- term per formance and
durability of the system.

An EIF system has never had to
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Now it is up to everyone in the

industry to do his part to follow

and support this specification.

be repa i red  or  rep laced s imp ly
because it wore out. The potential
for problems begins when the sys-
tem is exposed to abnormal abuse or
deliberate impacts. To counteract
this threat of damage to the ground
floor and high-traffic areas, EIMA is
now stating that high-impact mesh
needs to be applied to reinforce the
basecoat component of a typical EIF
system and increase its impact resis-
tance. If the requirement is met, the
integrity of a building, as well as the
industry in general, will be assured.

Now Required
bv EIMA

A l though  E IMA has  recom-
mended the use of  h igh- impact
mesh in the past, up to now it has
never been a requirement. As a
result, many manufacturers, distrib-
utors and contractors didn’t com-
p le te ly  suppor t  i ts  use.  Manu-
facturers neglected to appropriately
educate the architect and owner on
the benefits of high-impact mesh,
and its higher installed cost discour-
aged contractors from bidding the
mesh for fear of being underbid by
competitors.

Now it is up to everyone in the
industry to do his part to follow and
support this specification. Manufac-
turers, distributors and contractors
need to take a strong leadership
position and educate the architec-
tural and owner communities about
the signif icance of high-impact
mesh to the long-term durability and
efficiency of the system. The indus-
try needs to point to the architects
and owners who have witnessed the
effectiveness of high-impact mesh
on completed projects. If successful,
we will have answered our harshest
critics’ concerns about the systems
impact resistance and durability.

Dryvit, for one, is committed to
promot ing the use o f  Panzer™
Mesh. The company has formulated
a strategic plan that includes presen-
tations to the architectural commu-
nity, advertising and public relations

activity, all aimed to educate the
architectural and owner communi-
ties about the necessity of high-
impact mesh. The company has also
entrusted to its distributors and con-
tractors assistance with the pull-
through.

The product has a great potential
for expansion as 25 percent to 30
percent of all non-residential EIFS
is on the first floor. The best way to
promote the use of high-impact
mesh is to include it in the bid. By
educating the architect and building
owner of the benefits of high-impact
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If cost cutting is needed to

bring projects within budget,

high-impact mesh is

not one of the ares that

should be sacrificed.
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Using high-impact mesh on the groundfloor and in high-
traffic areas applies to commercial and residential buildings.

mesh and using EIMA’s directive to encourage them to
incorporate the proper material on the specifications, the
chances of a successful project and greater acceptance
of EIFS within the building industry will be maximized.

All for One
In these competitive times, it is difficult, indeed, to

include anything that will add to the cost of the job.
However, since all EIMA members will now be requir-
ing high-impact mesh, the risk of being underbid due to
additional products will be minimized. The contractor
should emphasize that the cost differential, when amor-
tized over the entire wall area, is minimal and will be

more than offset by less maintenance and the longer-
term performance and durability of the building’s exte-
rior. If cost cutting is needed to bring projects within
budget, high-impact mesh is not one of the areas that
should be sacrificed.

In conclusion, the successful contractor takes as
much pride in the finished work as the architect does in
the design and as the manufacturer does in the materials
used. By following EIMA’s high-impact mesh require-
ment for all ground floor and high-traffic areas, the
chances of the work standing the test of time are greatly
increased. As a result, architects provide a finished wall
system that meets the owner’s expectations. Contractors



realize a reduction in the amount of call-backs for time-
consuming repairs and an increase in their pool of satis-
fied customers—a benefit for both future business and
the industry’s future. CD
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