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Steel—Doing It Right® is a two-day seminar aimed at owners, project 
managers, estimators, foremen, superintendents, code officials and ar-
chitects. Developed in partnership by the Steel Framing Alliance, an orga-
nization at the forefront of the latest technological advances for building 
with cold-formed steel, and AWCI and its member experts, the seminar 
is designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of the construc-
tion methods and contractors’ issues including structural, load-bearing 
wall assemblies, interior systems, roof and floor assemblies, estimating, 
quality control and much more. Seminar content is based on industry ac-
cepted standards and best practices.

About the Speakers
Don Allen, P.E., LEED A.P., an internationally known ex-
pert on cold-formed steel structural design, has given 
presentations on steel design on four continents in the 
last three years. As director of engineering for Super 
Stud Building Products, headquartered in Edison, N.J., 
Allen is involved with hundreds of CFS projects each 
year. He was recently involved in the design and con-
struction of two loadbearing CFS structures in Nigeria. 
With a special interest in the structural role of materi-
als in sustainable construction, Allen is a LEED® Accredited Professional, a 
member of American Society of Civil Engineers Structural Engineering Insti-
tute Committee on Sustainability, the ASCE SEI Committee on Cold-Formed 
Steel, and is chairman of the General Provisions Subcommittee of the Amer-
ican Iron and Steel Institute Committee on Framing Standards. Allen won the 
2013 recipient of the Cold-Formed Steel Engineers Institute Distinguished 
Service award, and he was instrumental in the development of the SSMA 
Code Compliance Certification program, and development of AISI’s North 
American Standard for Cold-Formed Steel Framing – Nonstructural Mem-
bers (AISI S220).

J. Patrick Boyd, P.E., is the owner of J. Patrick Boyd 
Consulting Engineers specializing in design calcu-
lations and engineered drawings for the use of cold-
formed steel framing in commercial applications. His 
past experience includes positions with KHS&S Con-
tractors, Ray Boyd Plaster & Drywall, Inc. and Delta 
Steel Buildings Company. Boyd was president of AWCI 
from 2002 to 2003, served two terms on the AWCI 
board of directors, has been chairman of numerous 
committees and was awarded AWCI’s highest honor, 
the Pinnacle Award, in 2013.

EIFS—Doing It Right® is a two-day seminar geared to EIFS mechanics 
(those who apply EIFS on the wall) who are bilingual in English and Span-
ish. The PowerPoint presentation and course book will be in English. The 
course instruction, quizzes and exam will be in Spanish. The program 
consists of two days of classroom instruction given in a format that per-
mits plenty of interaction between the instructor and participants. The 
instruction covers the essential knowledge and techniques for correct 
EIFS installations based on industry accepted standards and best prac-
tices. A multiple-choice exam is given to objectively test knowledge of the 
subject matter covered. Those passing the exam will receive a certificate 
attesting that adequate knowledge was attained. Those who meet the 
following criteria may apply for the EIFS Mechanics’ program: 1. Minimum 
of one year of application experience installing EIFS in the field, OR com-
pletion of the EIFS instruction of a qualified plastering apprenticeship 
program. 2. Ability to read and understand English at a sixth grade level. 

About the Speaker
Rob Aird has been the lead instructor for the EIFS—
Doing It Right® program since 2006. He works 
closely with builders, contractors, architects and en-
gineers designing and building projects that employ 
EIFS. He has extensive experience in all types of 
plaster and in EIFS.
 He began as a laborer in the trade some 40 years 
ago and has worked his way through being a me-
chanic, foreman, superintendent and then owner of 
his own company, Robert A. Aird, Inc. of Frederick, Md. His work area 
includes the Washington, D.C./Baltimore/Northern Virginia region. His 
business has been operating since 1976 and employs more than 100 
people. Aird is bilingual, and his fluency in Spanish contributes to the 
success of his business.
 His continued focus on quality, safety and customer service has re-
sulted in numerous industry awards: Safety Performance Award Plaster/
EIFS 2007—District of Columbia Metropolitan Subcontractors Associa-
tion (DCMSA), Outstanding Subcontractor of the Year 2007 (DCMSA), 
Safety Performance Award Plaster/EIFS 2008 (DCMSA), and Crafts-
manship Award for Plastering 2008—Washington Building Congress

This seminar is a must-attend seminar for the construction professional 
considering using BIM. What are the day-to-day activities of a project 
manager having to go through the BIM process? What are the real world 
applications for BIM? What are the expectations of manufacturers? What 
do you do with BIM data? If these are questions that you have when you 
think of BIM, then this one-day “boot camp” is exactly what you need 
to get up to speed. Michael Vickery and a panel of experts will provide 
answers to your questions.

About the Speaker
Michael Vickery is the CMO and senior vice presi-
dent of BakerTriangle, a Texas and Oklahoma based 
drywall, acoustical and plaster specialty contractor. 
Vickery has been instrumental in BakerTriangle’s 
early adoption of using multiple technologies that 
continues to be a differentiator for their company. 
The use of these technologies at BakerTriangle in-
clude pre-construction services, post-bid interviews, 
project management, field implementation and pre-
fabrication including exterior wall panels. Vickery is a past AWCI board 
member.

The International Energy Conservation Code® has made exterior wall 
systems more complex to design and construct. The new code’s continu-
ous insulation requirement combined with ASTM and ASHRAE construc-
tion standards are presenting major design and construct challenges. 
Today’s architects need to know how to design to meet the IECC re-
quirements. They must also provide solutions when details aren’t always 
available and the requirements are constantly changing. This forces con-
tractors to struggle with constructing exterior assemblies with cladding 
over multiple inches of continuous insulation and highly complex air and 
water barriers.

About the Speaker
Robert Grupe spent more than 38 years with Unit-
ed States Gypsum Company where he held various 
technical and management positions. Activities in-
cluded product and system design and technical 
consultation to the AEC community. He currently is 
a consultant to the construction community where 
he has worked on several large scale international 
construction projects. He has authored numerous 
articles and given presentations on fire, sound and 
environmental issues as they relate to wall and ceiling assemblies.
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The Doing It Right Seminars at Academy will be held at the Courtyard 
by Marriott, Dallas DFW Airport North/Grapevine.

Contact Information
Courtyard by Marriott

Dallas DFW Airport North/Grapevine
2200 Bass Pro Court
Grapevine, TX 76051

Tel: 817.251.9095

Room Rate
$139 per night plus tax

Reservations
817.251.9095 • http://bit.ly/1Eftk8J

Hotel reservations must be made by January 9, 2015.

How to Register
Visit www.awci.org/academy.shtml to register today!

Become a member of AWCI and save on your registration rate! Contact Marie 
Batiste at batiste@awci.org or (703) 538.1602 for more information.

Guest Special
AWCI members who register for Steel—Doing It Right® or Academy: BIM Boot Camp may register a 

qualifying guest for free. Who qualifies? Architects, building owners, code officials, general contractors 
or specifiers that you worked with or want to work with. The AWCI member must first register for the 

course(s) and then send an 
email to Kim MacLean at maclean@awci.org providing their guest’s complete 

contact information (name, company, address, phone and email).

All guests must be registered before January 9 in order to receive the complimentary registration.

Note: The guest special is not valid for EIFS—Doing It Right®.

HOTEL INFORMATION

REGISTRATION

SCHEDULE & REGISTRATION FEES   All seminars run from  8 a.m. until 5 p.m. daily

Date Seminar Member Non-Member

January 26-27 Steel—Doing It Right® $425 $475

January 26-27 EIFS—Doing It Right® 
Mechanic Category in Spanish $325 $400

January 28 Academy: BIM Boot Camp $225 $250

Cancellation Policy
Registration fees will be refunded in full less a $95 USD processing fee if we receive your 

cancellation in writing by January 19, 2015. There are no refunds for no-shows.

Sponsorship Opportunities
Interested in becoming a tabletop exhibitor? The Doing It Right Seminars at Academy is a great way to gain exposure 

to a targeted audience. Contact Kim MacLean at (703) 538.1610 or maclean@awci.org for the details.
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