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Education and Certificate Program for EIFS Inspectors, Industry Professionals and Mechanics
A two-day course leading to national certificate. Instruction focuses on generic EIFS installations according to industry standards.

Las Vegas, NV
October 24-25, 2016
Register by October 3, 2016

Fort Lauderdale, FL
February 20-21, 2017
Register by January 30, 2017
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What’s In It For Me?
One Program, Three 
Certificate Categories
Invest two days and benefit for years to
come—when you learn from experts in
the field about the proper installation and
inspection of EIFS. Whether you’re an
inspector seeking certification for
Chapter 17 compliance, an architect or
engineer upgrading your EIFS knowledge 
for a specific project, an EIFS contractor
seeking certification for insurance and
warranties, or a project manager or
superintendent who wants to become
your company’s “EIFS expert,” this 
program is for you!

Instruction
The instruction covers the essential
knowledge and techniques for correct
EIFS installations and proper inspections.
The content is based on industry accept-
ed standards and best practices and is
updated as the industry changes.
The inspection component addresses
inspection philosophy, issues related to
scheduling, inspection methodology and
report writing when inspecting new,
commercial construction (does not include
forensic inspections). 

The Program Schedule 
The program consists of two days of
classroom instruction given in a format
that permits plenty of give and take
between the instructor and participants.
The expert instructor uses PowerPoint
slides, video clips, graphic animation
and real-life scenarios to ensure an 
educational experience that both
engages and educates.  

The Certification Exam
At the conclusion of the instruction, the
multiple-choice examination is given to
objectively test your knowledge of the
subject matter covered during the
course. Those passing the exam will
receive a certificate attesting that ade-
quate knowledge was attained and
demonstrated through testing. You are
then expected to comply with AWCI’s
“Code of Conduct.” 

The Program Hotel
AWCI negotiates a block of 
discounted guest rooms at the hotel
where the instruction takes place. 

What Can I Expect On Site?

Generic EIFS Application on DVD
EIFS Contractors! Your crew can receive similar generic and standardized instruction on Class PB barrier
and drainage EIF systems in a self-study format. Use it at your workplace to educate your work force—then
schedule their exams (Mechanics category only) at one of 250+ test centers at a time and location of your
choice. The DVD, workbook and exam are also available in Spanish. This is the easiest and most economical
way to get your work force educated and certified—and those certifications can also make your company 
eligible for the EIFSmart Contractor seal! 
For more information, visit www.awci.org/eifs-selfpaced.shtml or call (703) 538-1612.

Topics Covered
� Industry Standards and

Specifications.
� Material Storage and Temporary

Protection.
� Substrates and Efflorescence.
� EIFS with Drainage and Flashing.
� EPS Boards, Mesh, Base Coat and

Finish Coat.
� Adhesive and Mechanical

Attachment.
� Joints, Sealants and Repairs.
� Inspection.
� Design Considerations.

The Benefits of Your Certificate
• You will hold a nationally recognized credential that is increasingly required to bid

work, to get on the job site and to meet code inspection requirements. 
• You will be listed on the AWCI National Certification Roster, which is a listing of all the certified EIFS Inspectors, Industry

Professionals and Mechanics who have successfully completed the program. The listing can be found on AWCI’s 
website at www.awci.org/eifs-roster. 

• You will receive a wall certificate, a wallet card and other logo items to recognize and promote your achievement. 
• You may use the designation of CEM (Certified EIFS Mechanic), CEP (Certified EIFS Industry Professional) or 

CEI (Certified EIFS Inspector) after your name to communicate your credential to others.

E I F S  —  D O I N G  I T  R I G H T     C E R T I F I C AT E  P RO GRAM
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S E L E C T  F R O M  O N E  O F  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  
T H R E E  D E S C R I P T I O N S  T O  D E T E R M I N E  T H E  
R I G H T  C E R T I F I C A T E  C A T E G O R Y  F O R  Y O U .

There are two options for mechanics to
receive the generic instruction on correct
application techniques.
1. The DVD and workbook self-study for-

mat is specifically geared for the
mechanic and supervisor (see above). 

2. Mechanics and supervisors may still
attend the instructor-led courses. The
same information, and more, is pre-
sented during the two-day course.  The
educational program in both formats
will improve the understanding and
knowledge of EIFS mechanics. It will
teach the tried and true techniques or
remind them of the right ways so as to
reduce problems. As a result, the build-
ing owner gets an EIFS installation
made with a trained work force, and
the contracting company gains from an
informed employee and an improved
bottom line.

Target Participant
Mechanics, foremen and superintendents
who already have skills and experience
applying EIFS and who want to expand
and certify their knowledge are prime 
targets for the program.

Benefits of Attending the
EIFS Mechanics’ Program
� Receive a five-year certificate upon

passing the exam.
� Improve application quality.
� Reduce callbacks.
� Improve EIFS insurance negotiations.
� Increase the employers’ 

competitive edge.
� Learn what doesn’t work and the 

negative consequences.
� Manage risk by reducing exposure 

and liability.
� Ensure consistency of standards in 

job performance.
� Assist your employer with becoming an

EIFSmart Contractor.

Two Pre-Qualifications 
for Acceptance
Those who meet the following criteria
may apply for the EIFS Mechanics’ 
program:
1. Minimum of one year of application

experience installing EIFS in the field,
OR completion of the EIFS instruction
of a qualified plastering apprenticeship
program. 

2. Ability to read and understand
English at a sixth grade level. (It is
preferred that participants also have
the ability to read blueprints.) 

CEM

EIFS Mechanics’ CertificateEIFS Mechanics’ Certificate

CEM

EIFS Industry Professionals’ CertificateEIFS Industry Professionals’ Certificate
This program is for those who want to
learn more about proper EIFS application
and inspection techniques, methods and
procedures to better perform their job. All
those attending must have construction
experience as detailed under Pre-
Qualifications. 

Target Participants
This category is for those in the EIFS
delivery system who want to learn other
aspects of EIFS to supplement their areas
of expertise and to reinforce and expand
their knowledge base.

Benefits of Attending the EIFS
Industry Professionals’ Category
� Receive a five-year certificate upon

passing the exam.
� Learn the common elements of 

materials and techniques.
� Understand EIFS properties and appli-

cation techniques important for consid-
eration during the design process.

� Learn application techniques that work
and what doesn’t and their conse-
quences.

� Reduce exposure and liability.
� Improve EIFS insurance negotiations.
� Enhance competitive advantage.
� Learn the differences among system

types.
� Network with various levels of the EIFS

delivery chain.
� Assist your employer with becoming an

EIFSmart Contractor.

Three Pre-Qualifications 
for Acceptance
Those who meet the following criteria
may apply for the EIFS Industry
Professionals’ Category:
1. Ability to read blueprints.
2. High school diploma, GED or higher.
3. Meet one of the following:

a.  Be an employee of an EIFS 
contractor, EIFS distributor or 
EIFS manufacturer, OR

b. Five or more years of related general     
construction experience, OR

c. Two or more years of experience 
as an apprenticeship instructor in 
an EIFS-related trade, OR

d. Architecture, engineering or 
EIT credentials.

CEPCEP
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EIFS Inspectors’ CertificateEIFS Inspectors’ Certificate
The EIFS Inspectors’ category teaches 
correct application procedures, how to
examine EIFS applications for confor-
mance with contract documents and 
how to evaluate compliance with 
recognized industry standards and 
specifications. The program focus is on
EIFS applications for new construction.
Although this course does not specifically
deal with EIFS on existing buildings, a
review of typical installation and design
deficiencies is provided as part of the 
curriculum. Knowledge of proper system
installation is crucial to understanding
EIFS, be it during installation or review
thereafter.

Target Participants
The program was designed for established
independent third party inspectors and
building officials who want to learn more
about EIFS. While learning proper applica-
tion procedures, the inspector will also
learn how to better monitor installation 
of EIFS.
Successful participants of the EIFS
Inspectors’ program will be certified as
having learned and demonstrated their

knowledge of EIFS. This is not a training
class to become a third-party inspector or
EIFS residential inspector, nor does it cer-
tify one as such. 

Benefits of Attending the 
EIFS Inspector Program
� Receive a three-year certificate upon

passing the exam.
� Add EIFS inspector to your 

inspection business.
� Learn proper application techniques 

to hone the inspection process.
� Tap into the demand for this 

specialized and high-profile market.
� Satisfy the growing requirements for

credentials such as special inspections
required by the IBC. 

� Learn about relevant industry 
standards.

� Provide a credential for code officials 
to recognize independent inspectors.

Four Pre-Qualifications for
Acceptance
Those who are employed by a firm that 
is regularly engaged in independent
inspections and who meet the following
criteria may apply for the EIFS Inspectors’
category:
1. Ability to read blueprints.
2. High school diploma, GED or higher.
3. Physical ability to observe work in

progress from the ground, on scaffold-
ing and on swing stage.

4. Have one of the following:
a. More than three years of document-

ed prior inspection experience or an
inspection license. EIFS experience
would be helpful in order to have a
sufficient on-site learning experience
and to be successful with passing the
exam; OR

b. More than five years of jobsite instal-
lation and/or inspection experience
in EIFS distribution, manufacturing
or contracting. 

CEICEI

A Solid History and Future
Before you invest your time and
money, you should know that AWCI is
respected and recognized for leader-
ship in the industry. AWCI has 96 years
behind it supporting the wall and ceil-
ing industry. 
As a certificate holder, you will be
proud that your credential was awarded
by AWCI, which has established an edu-
cation program known for integrity and
credibility. AWCI certification is the 
credential recognized throughout the
industry. You can be sure the associa-
tion and the credential will continue 
for years to come. 

In its 16-year existence, the EIFS cre-
dential has, in many instances, moved
from being voluntary to essential. It is
showing up in specifications and bid
requirements. More than 6,000 individ-
uals have sought the certificate and
countless others have been educated
through the video format. 

What Distinguishes AWCI’s Certificate Program?

AWCI

Who Endorses This Program?
AWCI produces the EIFS—Doing It Right program. The EIFS Industry Members
Association (EIMA) and other professional associations provided technical assistance
at the outset and continue to advise and consult with AWCI on program updates. The
manufacturers that provided technical and industry support for the program are BASF,
Dryvit, Parex and Sto. 

E I F S  —  D O I N G  I T  R I G H T     C E R T I F I C AT E  P RO GRAM
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Important Note: 
Those currently employed by contractors,
manufacturers or distributors are not eligible
for the EIFS Inspectors' category.



• Read the three category descriptions to select the right certificate program for
you—the one that best matches your qualifications and needs. 

• Carefully complete the application form—all four pages—and send it in
before the registration deadline. You may also register online.

• All participants must qualify to attend, so AWCI reserves the right to deny
applications or participation in the program. 

• You (or your authorized contact person) will be notified of your acceptance or
regret no later than three weeks before the program start date. 

• Your acceptance notice will include the program schedule, hotel specifics and
discounted rates and other relevant information. Space is limited and seats
are filled on a first-come, first-served basis. 

• The application deadline is 21 days prior to the start of the program.

How Do I Register?

What More Can You Tell Me?
� The instructors were chosen based on the breadth of their experience 

and the depth of their knowledge. Contact the AWCI office to learn 
which instructor is presenting at each site and his credentials.

� The IRS allows an income tax deduction for educational expenses, cost 
of travel, meals and lodging if the purpose is to maintain or improve 
skills required for employment, trade or business.

� AWCI can bring the education and certificate program to the location 
and date you choose. Call (703) 538-1608 and ask about the 
“By Request” option.

AWCI AWCI
Member Non-member

• EIFS Mechanic $325 $400
• EIFS Industry Professional   $450 $525
• EIFS Inspector $450 $525

Your company may be eligible for a different  program called the EIFSmart
Contractor Seal. AWCI’s EIFSmart Contractor distinction is an opportunity for
your company to be recognized for quality EIFS workmanship. To meet the
eligibility requirements, 40% of your company’s EIFS employees (including
at least one management level employee) must be AWCI certified. For
details on the corporate recognition, visit www.awci.org/eifsmart or call
(703) 538-1612.

A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  T H E  W A L L  A N D  C E I L I N G  I N D U S T R Y

Application
Fees 
Application
Fees

What’s Included
� Classroom instruction presented 

by experts.
� Continental breakfasts and 

refreshment breaks unless 
otherwise noted.

� Networking opportunities with other
EIFS professionals

� Your name and contact information
listed on the National Certification
Roster at www.awci.org/eifs-roster.

You’ll Take With You
In addition to education, you will walk
out of the program with the following:

• The EIFSummary, a manual contain-
ing the instructional material, which
can be a reference resource or a
training guide for co-workers.  

• Additional supplemental materials.
• Confidence you have been exposed

to accurate, relevant information on
successful EIFS installations.

• Competitive Advantage. 
• Fewer Callbacks.
• Improve EIFS Insurance

Negotiations. 
• Better Quality of Work. 
• Save on Management Time. 
• Eligible for the EIFSmart

Contractor Distinction.

The Payoffs


