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It is not often I cover issues outside of Ontario, but this month

I want to tell you about interesting news from the B.C. Wall

& Ceiling Association. That group has perhaps the most com-

prehensive wall and ceiling specifications manual in North

America. Just last year it updated the manual, which is seen as

the baseline document for developing projects specifications

for ICI projects in Canada’s western-most province.

Called the Wall and Ceiling Specifications Standards Manu-

al, it is used by spec writers, general contractors, architects and

wall and ceiling contractors for everything from small residen-

tial jobs to large commercial developments. As an example, the

Association of Wall & Ceiling Contractors (an affiliate of the

BCWCA) looks to the manual for guidance on the new five-

star Four Seasons Hotel being developed by Intrawest in the

booming ski resort of Whistler, B.C.

The 2003 edition of the manual is the fourth installment; the

first was published in 1978. Gregg Lowes, executive director

of the BCWCA, says the new version retains most of the inclu-

sions from previous editions—18 scopes of work—but it has

updated some sections. The light gauge steel stud framing sec-

tion, for instance, has seen notable revisions to wind-loaded

studs, axial-loaded studs and interior partitions.

Also updated are specifications on access flooring, acoustical

ceilings, stucco, gypsum board and veneer plaster. An expand-

ed glossary and the addition of quality assurance procedures are

also new. For the industry’s history buffs, it even contains his-

toric film footage of wall and ceiling work taken during Van-

couver’s Expo 86.

Readers won’t find much new in the section on rain screen

assemblies, however.

“What the industry is doing now is pretty well reflected in the

standards that were included in the 1983 edition—long before

the industry woke up to the need to get back to better envelope

design in the wake of the mid- 1990s’ leaky condo crisis,” Lowes

explains.

Lowes points out that the section on practices for exterior insu-

lation and finish systems is in keeping with the EIFS Council

of Canada’s efforts in the Canada Mortgage & Housing Corp’s

best practice guide for EIFS. Manufacturers’ literature was tak-

en into consideration, but the specifications manual is not

intended to be a product-specific guide but rather a generic one.

While the manual serves as an independent vehicle for initial

design specifications, it also is used as a final arbiter when prod-

ucts or systems have been called into question by one party or

another, Lowes explains. It is even used in litigation as a collec-

tion of industry practice. For example, the 1983 edition is being

referenced in a current case concerning standards of light gauge

steel usage in the late 1980s.

While the B.C. building industry is well familiar with the man-

ual, it has garnered little interest outside the province, perhaps

largely because it hasn’t been aggressively marketed. The Alber-

ta Wall & Ceiling Bureau adopted an earlier version of the man-

ual and is looking closely at the revised one, but that is about

as far east of the Rockies that it has traveled.

The manual is contained on a self-launching CD included with

the purchase of the document. The CD includes the Part 4 Spec

section in a Word format so spec writers can pull out what they

need for the actual specification and drop it into the project doc-

uments, eliminating the need to re-enter the text manually. To

view and order the manual online, visit www.awccbc.org.
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