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The Canadian Construction Association’s new document on

mold guidelines for the building industry provides checks and

balances for the building industry on a matter that is fast

becoming a major concern. The document identifies mold sce-

narios and lumps them into three categories based on varying

degrees of severity.

In Level One—mold growth of less than one square metre

(10.764 square feet)—remediation can be done by a building

contractor. The process is straightforward. Tape a plastic sheet

or duct tape over the mold or lightly mist it with soapy water.

Cleaning should be done with a vacuum containing a HEPA

filter. Dress in disposable coveralls with hood and dust-imper-

meable gloves. Waste, including everything from building

debris to disposable coveralls, is sealed in 6 mil (0.236-inch)

nominal bags. Wet wipe bags and dispose in compliance with

municipal refuse regulations. In most cases disposal is permit-

ted in a landfill.

While contractors can often do the remediation themselves in

Level Two incidences—one-to-10 square metres (up to 107.64

square feet) of mold—they should first have a health and safe-

ty consultant with mold remediation experience assess the sit-

uation. For removal, the CCA guidelines recommend using a

6 mil poly enclosure (tent) and negative air pressure environ-

ment with an exhaust fan. Dress and waste removal are the same

as in Level One.

Contractors should call in a qualified mold remediation pro-

fessional if mold covers more than 10 square metres (107.64

square feet), defined as Level Three. Remediation contractors

should wear disposal suits with hoods, rubber gloves and full-

face air purifying respirator with P-100 filter. A double enclosed

decontamination facility with separate clean/wash change and

dirty change rooms is also advised. Other remediation measures

are the same as Level Two.

The guidelines address the subject of who is responsible when

mold is discovered on a building site. Typically, remediation

costs are paid by the owner if he/she is deemed responsible for

mold growth. However, if mold is the result of contractor neg-

ligence during construction (such as building with wet prod-

ucts), the contractor is on the hook for full remediation costs,

explains Jeff Morrison, the CCAs director of environment. It is

important to make sure your insurance covers mold. If not,

request a special coverage provision.

Calling it “a very good start” to addressing the subject, Richard

Maxwell says the CCAs document on mold also provides a lot

of useful information on construction practices and design.

Maxwell is a partner with Terrasan Environmental, a Toronto-

based consultant.

Published in February, CCA 82 - Mold Guidelines for The
Canadian Construction Industry should stem the tide of liti-

gation in the United States from spreading into Canada, says

Morrison. The guidelines were put together by a task force

made up of building, design and environmental industry rep-

resentatives as well insurance, academic and government agen-

cies. Copies are available for about $30 (Canadian) at local

Canadian construction associations, or for a free download, vis-

it the CCAs Web site: www.ccaacc.com.
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