
Where Veneer Plaster
Won the Job

The Minnesota State Office Building Posed Serious Time
Problems But A Veneer System and Good Management

Made the Difference.

Winning the $2½ million contract
for the largest renovation,

restoration lathing and plastering job
in Minnesota history may have been
the easiest part of the project for Don-
nelly Stucco, Co., Mpls.

The company knew that work on
the State Office Building in St. Paul
would have to be completed in nine
months, sandwiched in between ses-
sions of the Minnesota Legislature.
Little did they know that they would
be accelerating the job further, com-
pleting the major portion of what
would normally be a two-year job in
four months.

How did they do it?
One of the keys to being able to

accelerate the job was a veneer plaster
system specified by the joint venture
architectural firms of Rafferty, Raf-
ferty, Mikutowski, Lundgren and
Associates, Ltd. “The system lends

itself well to an accelerated job because
of its fast drying features,” said Rich
Eaton, Donnelly Project Manager.

The other key was Donnelly man-
agement of the job.

At peak production the Donnelly
crew included 50 lathers, 30 plasterers
and 10 tenders, working extra hours.
The company opened a job site office
with Field Clerk Jennie Ross on the
job. She was responsible for posting all
changes in the plans, preparing a daily
job report for General Contractor
M.A. Mortenson Company, expediting
material on the already accelerated
job ,  and  t imekeep ing  f o r  t he
90-member crew.

The Donnelly crew with Gene
Anderson, Lathing Foreman, and
Charlie Halverson, Plaster Foreman,
placed 1 million square feet of Imperial
Base Board and 28,000 lineal feet of
custom metalwork, applied 74,000

square yards of Imperial Base Coat
Plaster and putty coat finish, restored
the ornamental plasterwork in hall-
ways and entries, and applied spray
fireproofing to the structural steel of
the top two floors of the nine-story
building.

Eaton commented, “The accelerated
time frame didn’t allow us the time for
the job that we would have liked, but
we did essentially meet completion
dates for designated areas of the job,
so we are pleased.”

General Contractor M.A. Morten-
son, Jr., was also pleased as he wrote
in a letter to Tom Donnelly, President
of Donnelly Stucco. “I must express
gratitude for the enormous effort
which you and your company employ-
ees have exerted in this extremely
difficult situation. Your level of coop-
eration has been simply superb.”
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