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GOOD EVENING
I do believe that we have had the

opportunity of meeting one another,
but I should like to introduce myself
to those of you who may have just
arrived.

My name is Lee Lombard and I am
the President of the SA Building & In-
terior Systems Association. SABISA
has the pleasure of hosting you here
at Sun City for the first ever Joint
Convention held by AWCI & SABISA.

It is my privilege to welcome you all
here this evening and on behalf of our
members and executive committee to
say how very pleased we are that after
many trials and tribulations this con-
vention could finally be put together
with—what under the circumstances—
can be considered a reasonable turnout
of both overseas delegates as well as
the numbers of our local membership
present here.

It is perhaps necessary to sketch in
some background to the Convention
so that everyone will have some idea
of the uniqueness of the occasion.

I can do no better than to quote ver-
batim from AWCI’s membership
brochure to give you a necessarily brief
background on that Association:

“The Association of Wall & Ceiling
Industries was founded in 1918 and to-
day is the result of a consolidation of
the former Gypsum Drywall Contrac-
tors (GDCI) and the former inter-
national association of Wall & Ceiling
Contractors (iaWCC). AWCI repre-
sents approximately 1000 member
companies from around the world who
all have one common goal-the suc-
cessful operation of a business in the
Wall & Ceiling Industry.

AWCI headquarters is in Washing-
ton, D.C. and has a staff of 12
individuals who are all involved on a
day to day basis with the advancement
of the Wall & Ceiling Industry. AWCI
is also directly affiliated with a variety
of local, regional and state associations
in the industry which provides the

associations with direct contact at all
levels of this diverse business.”

SABISA, on the other hand in its
present form, is a relatively newly con-
stituted body. I am only able to trace
its origins to as recently as April 1972
when the first of our South African
contractors made contact with CISCA
in the USA and our association was
affiliated to CISCA for many years
since then, and became affiliated with
BIFSA in 1975.

Some of our local contractors be-
came members of both CISCA as well

as AWCI. In fact Jack Frost who is
regrettably not here this evening, but
will be arriving tomorrow night, is a
member of the AWCI Board of Direc-
tors, so you can see that the relation-
ship, between both the associations, as
well as individuals, is quite close.

Although a constitution for the
Association was established in 1977 it
was decided in 1984 to establish our
own indigenous identity for what was
then known as CISCA South Africa
and in March of the year SABISA
came into being with very much the
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same objectives as AWCI, tailored to
suit our conditions here in South
Africa—and I quote these objectives:

“The objectives of this non-profit
Association shall be to represent con-
tractors, manufacturers and suppliers
of Acoustic Ceiling, Drywall and Ac-
cess Flooring Systems, Fireproofing,
Demountable Partitions and Allied
Fields and to provide them with
assistance, communications, educa-
tional programs and services for the
purposes of creating greater success for
themselves as members; improving
fellowship; and bettering the Interior
System Industry as a whole.”

It is our fervent hope and desire that
a considerable contribution will be
made to some of these objectives on
the occasion of this Convention.

I wish to highlight some of the
events behind the organization of this
gathering. The concept of a joint con-
vention was originated by AWCI
during one of your visits to SA and
was enthusiastically received by all—
that is by all that did not have to
actually do anything about it!

At about the time that the real
organization started, so did the im-
mensely high profile adverse media
coverage on South Africa commence,
and the very promising start that we
had by way of intending delegates im-
mediately became negatively affected.

It was at this point that the redoubt-
able Joe Baker got into the act and I
cannot even begin to tell you of the
tremendous effort, time and energy
which Joe expended to keep the show
together and going. It is no exaggera-
tion to say that without Joe’s input the
whole trip would have been cancelled.

At this time Carmen & Nan Pater-
niti visited South Africa with the
specific objective of determining the
suitability of the proposed venue (and
the Country). We believe the positive
response generated by Carmen mater-
ially influenced the decision to go
ahead. I wish to express our sincere
appreciation for this gesture of good
faith.

On the South African side our
organizers, Ross Hunter, Richard
Gebhardt, Sheila Wood and members
of SABISA executive all did sterling
work, but the real kudos must go to
Jack Frost who almost single handed-
ly and at considerable cost to his com-
pany gave every encouragement to all
concerned including those Americans
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who were having second thoughts in
coming to  SA.  His ,  and Owen
Bothwell’s attendance at AWCI’s
Anaheim convention also contributed
greatly to there being a convention
here at all.

From this background you will
realize that the plans were on then off,
then on again and so on-until Joe
finally called from Washington and
said “there are so and so many of us
coming—come hell or high water”—
we said OK, in that case let’s get on
with it—regardless.

So we called up our members (all 70
of them) and very nearly half of them
are here tonight!

Unexpected and most welcome sup
port came from Lou Davis who of-
fered BIFSA’s media, SA Builder as a
vehicle for advertising the convention.
Laurie Wale of Architect and Builder
did inserts at minimal cost and our
own members came up trumps.

Here too a special thanks to my col-

league Tom Cunningham for organiz-
ing our local speakers and an equally
genuine appreciation for the member
firms who took the trouble to mount
displays.

Folks, times are tough out there and
given the extraordinarily difficult and
uncertain circumstances under which
this convention had to be planned I am
deeply touched and very proud of the
support of both AWCI members and

the SABISA delegates who could make
it here. Some of them as far away as
Durban, Port Elizabeth and even Cape
Town.

I trust that you will all benefit from
the speaking sessions and above all
that you will have a happy, useful and
enjoyable convention.

It is therefore my pleasure and
privilege to welcome you all most
heartily to this convention.

The BIFSA
Training Program

Other than the wildlife in the bush, North American
participants on the AWCI trip to South Africa were
perhaps most impressed by the BIFSA apprentice
training program.

While trade unions are rapidly gaining stature in
South Africa, apprentice training is still the responsi-
bility of contractors.

BIFSA, the Building Industries Federation of South
Africa, is a national umbrella construction trade associ-
ation, incorporating all subcontracting associations as
well as the general building contractors’ association.
It is managed by Lou Davis, a former construction
executive, and occupies the entire floor of one of
Johannesburg’s larger skyscrapers.

BIFSA operates a total of three training “colleges”
in South Africa. AWCI participants visited one located
just outside Johannesburg (an even larger program is
based in Cape Town). Annually, the three programs
together train over 30,000 apprentices and “helpers”
for a variety of crafts. For the most part, these students
are formerly unemployable blacks—in many cases
straight from the bush. They arrive at the “colleges”
with little, if any, formal education—and leave—a few
months later—not only with construction skills—but
a working command of English, and some reading and
mathematical skills.

John Addis, who supervises the three colleges for
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