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The Industry
Joins

the Celebration
The wall and ceiling industry
was out in full force this past
summer at the 32nd annual CSI
show held in Washington, D.C.

By Denise McGiffin

T he wall and ceiling industry was
well represented when the Con-
struction Specifications Institute

(CSI) officially celebrated 40 years of
service to the construction industry this
summer at its annual convention and
exposition. Numerous members of the
Association of the Wall and Ceiling
Industries-International (AWCI) and
other industry professionals partici-
p a t e d  i n  t h e  a n n u a l  t w o - d a y
conference.

Held at the Washington Convention
Center in Washington, DC, the CSI
Convention attracted 9,845 architects,
engineers, specification writers, con-
tractors, material suppliers, construc-
tion managers, and others affiliated
with the nonresidential construction in-
dustry. The program included over 42
concurrent educational sessions ad-
dressing such topics as construction ad-
ministration, management and mar-
keting, and construction law.
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The interior of the Willard Hotel
(Peacock Alley).

Jim Novinger speaks on Ornate
Plastering.

Rebirth of Ornate Plastering
Several leaders in the wall and ceil-

ing industry participated as featured
speakers at some of the educational
sessions. Heading up the session “Or-
nate Plastering—Rebirth of a Dying
Craft” was AWCI member Jim Nov-
inger of Novinger’s Inc., Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania. Novinger presented a
case study on the work his firm did on
the Pennsylvania State Capitol
Building. Accepting the task of
duplicating the ornate plaster work on
the original Capitol Building, circa
1906, Novinger explained how his firm
was faced with a number of challenges,

including: duplicating the molds long
since destroyed; dealing with seasonal
temperature variances; finding talented
craftsmen to accommodate the huge
project; and completing the intense
layout work and lathing requirements.

Coakley and the Willard
AWCI member Cornelius Coakley

of C.J. Coakley Company, Inc., Mer-
rifield, Virginia, participated in the ses-
sion titled “The Willard Hotel:
Restored to Its Original Elegance.”
Once destined for the wrecker’s ball,
the Willard Hotel now stands on Penn-
sylvania Avenue in Washington, DC,
as a national landmark and a tribute
to the art of restoration. Having
catered to presidents, statesmen, its
rich oak interior, scagliola columns,
mosaic tiles, and elegant decor conveys
prestige and power.

Coakley’s firm was responsible for
the drywall and plastering where the
interior had to be recreated as closely
to its original appearance as possible.

An Introduction to EIFS
In the session “Exterior Insulation

Systems,” Buck Buchanan of STO In-
dustries, Inc., Rutland Vermont, an
AWCI member and Exterior Insula-
tion Manufacturers’ Association
(EIMA) president, discussed the
history and current use of exterior in-
sulation in the U.S.
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Lou Zabbo manning the
Senergy booth.

On the topic of designing with ex-
terior insulations systems, with the
assistance of Steve Collins of Insul/
Crete Company, Inc., McFarland,
Wisconsin, Buchanan explained fire-
ratings, special shapes, and installation
problems of hard and soft coat
systems.

IILP:
Representing the Industry

As is traditional, the International
Institute for Lath and Plaster (IILP)
participated in the program as an
exhibitor.

“This is our tenth year exhibiting at
CSI and we find it a great way to pro-
mote our industry,” said Walter Pruter,
IILP President. “We consider it our
chance to show the construction in-
dustry as a whole, what we in the light
gauge steel framing, lath and plaster,
and drywall segments of construction
have to offer. Our presence at this
event consistently generates a lot of in-
terest in the form of inquiries, especial-
ly from architects and specifiers. Many
of them express their appreciation that
someone is still promoting the trade.

Taking advantage of their time in
Washington, IILP representatives
Pruter and Clint Fladland, Executive
Director of IILP, contacted several
federal agencies and related organiza-
tions to assist them in updating their
guide specifications. This included the
American Institute of Architects, the
Navy, the Army Corps of Engineers,
HUD/FHA and the General-Services
Administration. The IILP is funded
through four regional trade promo-
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Domtar Gypsum shows
off its Porsche.

tional bureaus and contributions from
the Carpenters and Plasters Interna-
tional Unions.

Also participating in CSI’s Exposi-
tion were AWCI members: Vitricon
Division of Polymer Plastics Corp.,
Domtar Gypsum Inc., Thoro System
Products, Inc., MM Systems Corp.,
Ch icago Meta l l i c  Corp. ,  Dow
Chemical Company, Dryvit System
Inc., Fry Reglet Corp., Larsen
Manufacturing Corp., H.B. Fuller
Company, Georgia-Pacific Corp.,
W.R. Grace & Company, Gold Bond
Building Products, Laticrete Interna-
tional Inc., Pittcon Industries, Pleko
Products Inc., Simplex Products Divi-
sion, Tectum Inc., ISPO, Inc., Pecora
Corp., Senergy Methods, Inc., U.S.
Gypsum Company, and Weyerhaeuser
Company.

CSI’s next Annual Convention and
Exposition will be held June 23-25,
1989, in New Orleans. Louisiana.
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