
Proper Training and Equipment
Key to Spray Application Success

in EIFS Industry

In today’s competitive business
environment, industries encourage the
research, development and applica-
tion of new techniques and products
in order to be more productive and
efficient in the marketplace. The ex-
terior insulation and finish system
(EIFS) industry is no exception.

For more than a year, top level
executives from major contracting
firms to smaller scale construction
teams have been targeted by industry
advocates of the spray application
method of bringing materials to the
wall. Some manufacturers have main-
tained that the spray technique gives
the industry fast, effective EIFS ap-
plication.

Recent indications are the promo-
tion of this method has proven suc-
cessful as more and more EIFS proj-
ects are being spray applied. In fact,
some industry insiders feel it won’t be
too long before the majority of EIFS
material put on the wall will be sprayed
and not hand applied via the tradi-
tional hawk and trowel method.

“Many applicators are starting to
realize that, in most situations, spray
is a more efficient process,” said Ste-
ven J. Collins, marketing manager for
the non-residential market at Dryvit
Systems, Inc., a leading EIFS manu-
facturer. “Surveys of our applicators
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in the field who are using proper equip-
ment show that the spray method has
dramatically increased their produc-
tivity and profitability.”

One such firm is Signore Construc-
tion, Inc. in Chantilly, Virginia. It
concentrates on commercial jobs that
range from 2,000 sq. ft. to 75,000 sq. ft.
of wall area. The company bought an
EIFS spray machine more than a year
ago, allowing personnel to do all types
of jobs more efficiently.

Jeff Martinsen, Signore’s head
estimator and project manager, has
realized a 50% savings on labor dur-
ing spray jobs. “I’ve also doubled the
production of a normal two- or three-
man crew and increased my square
footage per bucket by 10% when us-
ing spray,” he added. The company is
thinking about purchasing a second
machine in the near future.

Before these kind of results can be
achieved, however, applicators unfa-
miliar with the technique need to have
some professional instruction. Dryvit
Systems, for example, has entered the
second year of a national spray appli-
cation training program with Essick
Manufacturing Co., a division of Huber
Essick. Essick’s hydraulic 50XT Hy-
drospray™ was the first machine spe-
cifically designed for today’s EIFS ma-
terial and is ideally suited for spraying
Dryvit adhesives, base coats and fin-
ishes.

Seminars and training schools at
Essick headquarters in Charleston,
South Carolina, familiarize the EIFS
manufacturer’s contractors with spray
technology, techniques and operation
while demonstrating the time and labor
savings. A financing and service pro-
gram is also in place for Dryvit appli-
cator and distributors who choose to
buy or lease the necessary spray equip-
ment.

“Hundreds of applicators have
graduated from our training school,”
said Chuck Hutchinson, president of
Essick. “Those who choose to buy a
machine soon realize the quick re-
turn on investment that can be
achieved.”

Essick’s Hutchinson warned, how-
ever, that purchasing the proper ma-
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chine is just as important as under-
standing how to use it. For example:

--A machine should be designed to
mix and pump both cementitious and
non-cementitious material. The ca-
pability to apply both base and finish
coats using a different size and style
nozzle for each task is important!

--It should be compact, self-con-
tained and easily maneuverable for
one person.

--A hydraulically driven machine
is more suited for EIFS materials than
one that is mechanically driven due to
its superior separate motor control
over the materials (mixing) and air
flow (pumping) and limitless speed
settings regulating the material flow
at the spray gun.

Other considerations in purchas-
ing a machine include these:

--A large mixing capacity with stain-
less steel mounted drum and paddles
with pure rubber wiper blades to ensure

trouble-free operation;
--An engine that delivers plenty of

torque for all applications and a
compressor with an adjustment at the
spray gun to achieve various spray
patterns;

--A roll-away tank that exposes the
pump. The inner workings of the gun
can thus be thoroughly cleaned of
cementitious materials in about 15
minutes by running water into the
pump’s throat and throughout the
machine;

--And a filter system that breaks
down clumps of material to prevent
build-up within the hoses. The filter
should also equalize the amount of
material fed into the system.

Once formally trained on the proper
machine, simply dump a bucket of
EIFS material into the machine, turn
on the mixer, and the possibilities are
endless.


