
PANELIZED
WALL
SYSTEM

Cuts Labor Costs and
Promotes

Quality Craftsmanship

The advantages of
panelization of EIFS are
n u m e r o u s .  H o p e w e l l
Baptist Church architect
R i c h a r d  B u r t o n  o f
Danielson, Woodall and
Burton in Atlanta, GA, Hopewell Baptist Church

knew that when he speci-
fied panels of PAREX's
PB system, SYSTEM 3 to be used as
decorative elements of the facade.

T h e  m a i n  a d v a n t a g e s  o f
panelization in the job included the
possibility to design very compli-
ca ted arch i tec tura l  decora t ive
shapes, the light weight of the deco-
rative panels and the fact that job
completion was not as dependent
on climatic conditions as it can be
on job-site applied solutions.

COMPLEX
DECORATIVE SHAPES

Special attention to quality and
detail in a controlled environment
can cut labor costs and promote
qual i ty  c ra f tsmanship .  B i l l  Jo
Donaldson of EID says that work-
ing on such a detailed project was

much easier at ground level than 40
ft up in the air on scaffolding, and
special attention could also be paid
to the difficult task of applying the
smooth sandstone texture. The pan-
els were cut from solid blocks of
EPS with hat channel running hori-
zontally through the top, middle
and bottom. They were then coated
using cementitious base coat, rein-
forcing fabric, primer and synthetic
finish.

L IGHTWEIGHT PANELS
At the jobsite, the lightweight

panels were easy to handle and
adhere to gypsum sheathing using
adhesive and then mechanically fas-
tened through the studs into the hat
channel from the inside of the build-

ing. The prefabricated
columns were made of
EPS with cementitious
base coat  and mesh.
They were then affixed
to the steel supports and
finished on the jobsite
using synthetic finish.

CLIMATIC
C ONDITIONS

The EIFS panels were prepared
during the winter months, when
little EIFS can generally be applied
because of rain and low tempera-
tures. It kept the contractor’s crew
busy and enabled completion of the
building on schedule.

EIFS DURABILITY
All panels were finished on the

job site with a sprayed synthetic
finish for color, texture and weather
protection. Factory blended and
integrally colored, Parex Synthetic
Finishes use only marble aggre-
gates to prevent deleterious inor-
ganic matter from creating staining
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Lightweight EIFS panels were attached
to gypsum sheathing, shown here.

Panels were easily lifted up to the cor-
nices.

Panels were cut from a solid piece of
EPS board.

spots. In addition, marble provides
color consistency.

The Hopewell Baptist Church
construction illustrates the many
advantages of panelization of EIFS.
Steel framing and EIFS are prob-
ably one of the best systems for light
commercial and institutional con-
struction, and panelization is an
additional option available for de-
signers. q
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