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The 1960s had created a sense of
hopeful expectation. In the 10 years that
followed, repeated disappointment and
broken promises led to a grow-
ing cynicism. The 1970s will be
remembered as the decade of
disaster movies, Watergate and
Hanoi Jane.

During this period, i t
seemed that anything could
happen. The President of the
United States signed. Heir-
ess Patty Hearst was kid-
napped, brainwashed and later
assisted her captors in a bank
robbery. Elvis Presley died.
Americans began to look to the
outside world for its heroes,
Russia’s tiny gymnast Olga
Korbut, Brazil’s Pele and
Sweden’s Bjorn Borg, for ex-
ample.

to this, Walls & Ceilings had been the 1st of July 1976, forming a new associa-
official magazine.) tion called iaWCC/GDCI.

In 1974 the first attempt at a merger Non-union contractors had begun
joining the organization in the
mid-1950s, but it was not until
the mid-1970s that they be-
came members in large num-
bers. The GDCI had also seen
a non-union contractor infu-
sion. In 1976, iaWCC/GDCI
formed its first Open Shop
Committee, to the great con-
sternation of the international
unions.

Throughout the 1970s,
CPLIA (AWCI’s predecessor
organization) took a number of
positive steps to better serve its
industry. The organization
marked the beginning of the
new decade with an official
name change—from CPLIA to
the international association of
Wall and Ceiling Contractors
(iaWCC).

In 1974, the iaWCC bought
its first headquarters building,
a townhouse in northwest

In April 1975, a delegation of iaWCC members traveled to
Japan following the 58th Annual Convention. Saburo Sugi
yama, then president of the Japan Plasterers’ Association,
described the visit as “a historic footprint...marking a new epic
for the development” of the association.

In 1977, The Foundationof
the Wall & Ceiling Industry
was formed for the purpose of
improving the indust ry
through education, research
and information dissemina-
tion. The Foundation would
later establish a unique techni-
cal library, scholarship pro-
gram and conduct a number of
research projects that led to
publicationof valuable techni-
cal documents.

In 1978, the association
added an asbestos subcom-
mittee to its technical commit-
tees and held the first asbestos
abatement seminar ever con-
ducted in the United States.

AWCI had sold its town
h o u s e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r
$85,000. In 1979, the building at

Washington for $35,000, formed the
Wall and Political Action Committee
(one of the first business PACs in the
United States) and began publishing
Construction Dimensions magazine. (Prior

with GDCI was made, with the iaWCC 25 K St. in northeast Washington, D.C.,
voting for the merger and GDCI voting was purchased, and the iaWCC/GDCI
against. A little more than a year later, changed its name to the Association
merger talks were reopened, and the of the Wall and Ceiling Industries—
two associations “consolidated” on theInternational, AWCI. q
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