
RA I N, RAIN . . . GO A W A Y!
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F riday, July 9, 1993, began like so
many other days this past summer: A
steady rain began in the early morn-
ing and continued all day. Falling on
already-saturated soil, the rainbegan
running off into surrounding streams
throughout the Kansas City area.

The number of days without rain
since June began could be counted on
one hand, so the new storms had
caused some minor flooding in cer-
tain areas.

As Friday passed into Saturday,
just after midnight the strengthof the
rain intensified and grew violent. By
6 a.m. Saturday an additional 10
inches had fallenand thestreams had
lost their battle to restrain the water.

Unaware of the severity of the
rain, I was preparing to leave home
for the office when I received a call
from our service manager, John
Keefer. “Don’t even think about com-
ing in. The West Bottoms area is
swamped with 3 to 6 feet of water and

entry to our shop is impossible,” he flooded area. In doing so, he rescued
stated excitedly. three people clinging to the tops of

In his usual manner, John had un- their automobiles and was credited
derstated the situation and the hero- with saving the life of another person
ics he had displayed. I found out later who was adrift and losing the strength
that John had almost gotten to our to keep his head above water.

Debris tossed
around by

the force of the
water now

came to rest
in the

most unlikely
places.

location when he was forced to aban-
don his automobile due to the rapidly
rising water. He was able to swim to
the highest ground on our lot, start a
large boom truck and drive out of the

Contrary to John’s recommenda-
tion, I left for work and listened to the
radio coverage of what had happened
overnight. A stream named Turkey
Creek that runs parallel to Interstate
35 on the western side of town had
not been able to contain the huge
amount of overnight rainfall. As ar-
eas began to flood, the pumping sta-
tion that could have diverted much
of the runoff was inadvertently shut
down as the electric utility shut off
service to these areas. Highways were
closed, businesses were flooded,
motorists were stranded and two
people were killed. The devastation
was enormous as I surveyed the
streets that still contained 3 to 4 feet of
water. The roof tops of automobiles

Flood — Cont'd on page 30
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Flood — Cont'd from page 25 to go into our shop and began imme-
peaked through the water, and the diately to clean up the damage. Many
debris tossed around by the force of items were impossible to salvage,
the water now came to rest in the such as office doors that began to curl
most unlikely places. and electric motors that were ruined.

The job of rebuilding begins
with renewed optimism that

opportunities will be mated by the
massive demand for new home

construction and repair.

I was able to get close enough to By Aug. 1, we were back in business
our offices to realize that we had and nearly back on schedule.
received major water damage to our It will definitely be a summer to
shop and parts department, with no rememberand one that reinforces the
damage at all to our administrative ability of us all to overcome obstacles
offices. put before us that at times seem in-

On Monday, July 12, we were able surmountable. The job of rebuilding

begins with renewed optimism that
opportunities will be created by the
massive demand for new home con-
struction and repair. While we need
to remember the events of the past
few months...it is now time to move
forward. q

30 October 1993/Construction Dimensions


