
Tornado
Provides

Opportunity
to Capture

Look of
Stone with
Advanced

EIFS Finish The “After” pictures of the DeSoto Town Center

On April 26, 1994, at 9. p.m.,
a tornado ripped through the
city of DeSoto, Texas, caus-

ing heavy damage to commercial
buildings in the center of town and
nearby residences. Wind speeds
reached 157 miles per hour, uproot-
ing trees, leveling a brick school
house and tearing the roofs off sev-
eral homes. Unfortunately, one of
the city’s major landmarks, the
136,000-square-foot DeSoto Town
Center that houses City Hall, a
recreation center and the public
library, was also directly in the tor-
nado’s path.

Flying debris, including a car
that rol led on end, and internal
pressure resulting from door and
window failure damaged a portion
of the Town Center and its exterior
insulation finishing system clad-
ding.

In the tornado’s aftermath, the
community was hard pressed to
find any possible silver lining in the
midst of the destruction of their
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end, and internal
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ing from door
and window
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a portion of the

Town Center
and its EIF

system
cladding.

In the tornado’s aftermath, the
community was hard pressed to find
any possible silver lining in the
midst of the destruction of their
government center. However, to
James Konowitz, contract adminis-
trator at HH Architects, Dallas, it
presented a second opportunity.

Disaster Opens
the Door for New
Stone Finish
Technology

When Konowitz originally de-
signed the building, he wanted to
create the appearance of a natural
stone exterior without the added
cost, weight and lead and installa-
tion times associated with natural
stone claddings. After reviewing the
possibilities, he determined that
although there was not a product
available that could completely sat-
isfy his desire for a distinguished
stone “look,” the acrylic finish com-
ponent of the Outsulation® System,
manufactured by Dryvit Systems,
Inc., West Warwick, R.I., was the
best option.

In the years since the completion
of the DeSoto Town Center, Kono-
witz kept abreast of any advances in
stone finish technology and became
aware of  Dryv i t ’s  new Amer i -

stone™ soon after the tornado hit.
“It represented everything I was
looking for in the original effort,”
said Konowitz. “I had wanted to
create the appearance of Texas
granite and I was confident the new
f in ish texture and co lor  would
enable me to finally capture it.”

The durable, elegant architectur-
al f inish consists of a dramatic
blend of aggregates in a variety of
colors that provides the rich look of
natural, solid, cut stone. It is also
ready mixed, vapor permeable and
resistant to dirt pick-up, mildew
growth and UV degradation.

Passing the
Quality Test

Once the damaged sections of
the DeSoto  Town Center  were
repaired, Exterior Wall Systems,
Inc., of Lancaster, Texas, applied a
coating of Dryvit color coordinated
acryl ic Color Prime™ and then
sprayed the finish in a Dakota Rose
color onto the 65,000 square feet of

wall area. Then, a clear acryl ic
binder was spray applied to ensure
long-lasting performance and low
maintenance. “The finish material
was very easy to work with,” said
Steve Wayne, president. “We had
several long runs up the wall and
the product maintained a uniform
appearance.”

Konowitz agreed, saying that
“the consistent color and texture
that was achieved provided a rich,
quality stone appearance through-
out.” Although used with a full EIF
system, the architect chose not to
feature the Ameristone finish and
insu la t ion board component  to
simulate bold stone shapes and
architectural details but incorpo-
rated a subtle v-grooving design
instead.

A Satisfied
Customer

“We were fairly pleased with the
original finish but this one looks
even more like actual stone,” said
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