
W
hen Summit Bank

President Randy Pot-

ter imagined his new

branch office, planned

for an up-scale neigh-

borhood in Greenville, S.C., he had
some definite qualities in mind.

“It had to project a solid image. A solid,

stable appearance fits in with the tradi-

tional character of banks in this area,”

Potter said. “Depositors leaving their

money behind want to feel that it is

well taken care of. The building had to

project a reassuring image.”

Potter envisioned a two-story gray

building with arched windows, some- Product Selection
thing elegant and distinctive that

would be noticed in the aflluent com-
munity, He also wanted an exterior in-

sulation and finish system that would
live up to the qualities he envisioned.

Potter hired Louis P. Batson III Archi-

tects, where architect Kaye Burlison

was eager for her first assignment. The
job was to design the bank and find the
materials that would make Potter’s

dream a reality.

“The Summit Bank was my first project

with Louis Batson Architects, so it was

really special for me,” Burlison said.
“And because we specialize in health-

care projects-usually renovations or

additions to existing structures-this

project was particularly special. It was

my first opportunity here to work on an

all new commercial building.”

Summit Bank, which would become a

community landmark, began with
Bandy Potter’s vision and with Burli-

son’s search for the right EIF system.

“We went on a tour of Metromont, a

local block company that has samples

in their showroom,” Burlison said.

“That’s where we saw ThoroWall with

a Granstone finish.”

Burlison was drawn to Granstone be-
cause of its granite-like colors, ranging

from black to white to gray.

Granstone is an acrylic-based aggregate

finish system that simulates the appear-

ance of solid granite or stone. It can be

applied on the interior or exterior to
produce the look of monolithic granite.

Waterproof and durable—even under

adverse weather conditions—the Gran-

stone finish system can be quickly spray

applied and can be worked while wet

for a variety of surface effects. This sys-

tem is sold by ThoroWall Advanced
Wall Systems, part of Harris Specialty
Chemicals, Inc.

“I was attracted to it because it is not a

monocolored product,” Burlison said.

“With the elegant look of stone, Gran-

stone blends well with area homes.”

Bank President Potter said he was fa-

miliar with synthetic stucco and had
been sold on the characteristics of a

synthetic stucco-type product.

“When we started looking at what was

available to us, we found Granstone

and put it up against some other sam-

ples in a variety of colors,” he said.

“The granite look we would be able to

achieve was what finally sold us on that

product.”

Design Details

With Potter sold on the finish, it was up

to Louis P. Batson III Architects to pro-

vide the arches and a landmark design.

“We wanted to build an energy-effi-

cient structure,”said Louis P. Batson
III, president of Louis P. Batson III Ar-

chitects. “We felt pretty strongly about

going to a block backup with a veneer

on it because of its strength and finish.

But we really got both advantages in

one product by going with ThoroWall

EIFS and the Granstone finish.”

Batson said the variation in the thick-
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ness of the EIFS material and finish al-
lowed the creation of forms and reveals

that truly represent the material.

“It’s not a stone building. It’s a building

that gives the impression of stone.

There’s a very honest application of the

materials,” Batson said.

Batson said the building’s headstone al-

lowed the development of arches and

the various forms on the building, in-

cluding the cornice and the frieze up

high. The use of 3 inches of expanded
polystyrene foam was part of the

ThoroWall A exterior insulation and
finish system, which can accommodate

expanded polystyrene foam thicknesses

from 1 to 4 inches.

Application Process
General Contractor Danny Cisson,

president of Cisson Construction, used

the ThoroWall system for the first time

on the Summit Bank project. “We were

a little apprehensive because no one
around here had ever used the prod-
uct,” Cisson said.

Cisson said the applicator, Daniel Cash

of Daniel’s Plaster and Stucco, learned

how to apply Granstone from the local

ThoroWall distributor, Metromont
Materials Corporation in Spartanburg,
S.C. “Daniel went over to Metromont

and became familiar with the applica-

tion process,” Cisson said. “He fol-

lowed their instructions and everything

went well.”

Dave Smith, the ThoroWall regional
manager based in Atlanta, also made a

site visit to make sure everyone under-

stood the application process.

Cisson said there was no problem with

the consistency of the finish, even in an

area that had to be reapplied after a land-

scaping truck backed into the building

and damaged a small finished area.

“We were really pleased that the color
held its true look,” Cisson said. “It has

different color granules inside that give

you the consistent granite look. We’ve

had more inquiries by homeowners fol-

lowing the Summit project than we’ve
ever had in our history. That makes us

feel good and I hope we’ll have a

chance to use it again soon.”

Applicator Daniel Cash was equally en-

thusiastic, adding that the learning

curve was fairly easy for an experienced

applicator.

“Dave Smith, the ThoroWall regional
manager, instructed me on the applica-

tion,” Cash said. “He came down with

an air compressor and a hopper gun

and sprayed a mockup panel. Then he

handed me the hopper gun and I

sprayed a panel.”

The secret to spraying Granstone, Cash

said, is to keep the hopper gun about
the same distance from the wall, about

2 to 2 1/2 feet, and move it in a circular

motion while applying the finish. He
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said the greatest challenge was spraying
it evenly and consistently, particularly

across 2-inch expansion joints.

“That was a challenge in the beginning

until I got the hang of it,” he said.

“After I had sprayed about 200 square
feet, I had it down.”

The ThoroWall EIFS installation—

which included adhesive, expanded

polystyrene insulation board, reinforc-

ing fabric and base coat—was primari-

ly trowel work. According to Cash, the

EIFS installation and finish took about
six weeks, using a crew of six to eight

people.

“I’m very satisfied with the way the job

turned out—the finish, the base coat,

the looks,” Cash said. “The colors
match well and everyone seems

pleased.”

Summit Bank President Randy Potter

and architects Louis Batson and Kaye

Burlison agree. It’s a bank job of which

they are proud to be a part.
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