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Gives EIFS Retrofit
an “A” Grade

School Officials Save on Maintenance Costs
and Contractors Save Time and Money

The student apartments at Rutgers University in New
Brunswick, N.J., had at one time been one of the attractive
features on campus that separated it from other competing
schools. The student apartments, clad with textured wood
planks, were a welcome change from the traditional brick
dormitories often associated with academia. But the school
administrators were seeing additional time and money de-
voted to the maintenance of the wood siding. The rotting,
shrinking and warping of the wood also had a negative im-
pact on the buildings' aesthetics and energy efficiency.

While considering a number of cladding alternatives for
the retrofit project, school officials reflected on the past suc-
cess the school had with exterior insulation and finish sys-
tems manufactured by Dryvit Systems, Inc, West Warwick,
RI. They called the localdistributor, Architectural Wall Sys-
tems in Basking Ridge, N.J., for its recommendations. After

a  number  o f
t r i p s  t o  t h e
building site,
Debi Bury, vice
pres ident  a t
Architectural
Wall Systems,
agreed that the
school officials
selection of an
EIFS manufac-
t u r e r  w a s  a
good one.

D r y v i t ’ s
Sprint® System
is designed spe-
cially for light
c o m m e r c i a l
and residential

Before appl icat ions.
“Very little prep

work would be needed because the system could be installed
directly over the wood cladding, saving time, money and
causingminimal disruption to the student’s living area,”

Bury said. “Also, the attractive, fully-insulated system
would best satisfy the university's concerns about aesthetics
and energy ef-
ficiency.”

T h e  a d -
ministration
agreed with
Bury's assess-
ment of the
situation and
gave the go-
ahead for the
distributor to
work up the
plans for the
installation to
n ine  apar t -
ment build-
ings with wall
areas ranging
from 7,000 to
11,000 square During

feet The plastering contractor, Construction Services Inc., of
Wayne, N.J., prepped the walls and mechanically fastened
the 1½ inch thick 4 foot by 12 foot polyisocyanurate Celotex®

Thermax® Quik-R insulation boards directly over the wood
sheathing and into the existing wood studs.

A high-impact mesh was embedded in the base coat
along the ground floor for additional impact resistance. A
Manor White color was applied to achieve a sharp, clean
look Although the school officials elected not to fabricate any
shapes from
the insulation
board compo-
nent  of  the
system; some
subtle v-groov-
ing was em-
ployed for an
added design
element.

“Our main-
tenance costs
have been dra-
matically re-
duced and we
anticipate a
sharp reduc-
t i on  i n  ou r
heating and
cooling costs After
as well,” said
Larry Alessandrini, associate director of operations at
Rutgers. “We are so pleased with the look and performance
of ElFS that we will be using the same system for the retro-
fit of 25 more apartments.” q
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