
Rollin g
on the
River
Specialty Ceilings Shine on
the Casino Rouge Casino
Riverboat, Where the
Interior Dances with
the Elements of a
Masquerade Ball, a
 Two-Story Mural and
55,000 Fiber Optic Lights

Facing page: Celebration Panels,
used in a polished brass finish,
help visually expand space within
the casino proper.

There are. 72,000
more stars twin-
k l i ng  in  Ba ton
Rouge, La., since

the Casino Rouge Riverboat Casino
opened in late December 1994. The
258-foot paddle wheeler includes
12,000 square feet of man-made
night sky, giving casino patrons the
feel of an open-air evening cruise
any time of day. Ceil ing panels
from USG Interiors, Inc., are inte-
gral to making that night sky—and
all of the Casino’s interior spaces—
shine.

Cas ino Rouge is  the newest
member of the $6 billion Carnival
family that also includes Carnival
Cruise Lines, Holland America
Cruise Lines, Windstar Cruises,
Seabourn Cruise Line and Fiesta
Marina Cruises. Casino Rouge is the
first project of Carnival’s newly
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formed Carnival Hotels and Casinos
division and it’s a rousing success.

“The best thing about this project
has been hearing about the impact it
has made in Baton Rouge,” said
Rick  Tempkin ,  owner  o f  Tube
Lighting Products, makers of the
specialty lighting used on the boat.
“Casino Rouge has blown the doors
off the competition. It is the gaming
spot in Baton Rouge.”

This Place Shines!
A stunning interior is at least par-

t ial ly responsible for the over-
whelming success of the vessel.
Designed by Interior Design Inter-
national, the interior incorporates
elements of a masquerade ball such
as masked characters, streamers and
plenty of twinkling lights. Polished

The sculpture consists

of 29 hand-carved glass

panels and 55,000 fiber

optic lights spiraling

around a black cone

shaped structure.

surfaces and bright colors play up
the “ fun sh ip”  a tmosphere de-
manded in any Carnival project.

“The masquerade theme creates
the fun and festive atmosphere we
wanted without getting into ideas
that have been done over and over
again,” said Andrea Piacentini of
IDI. “We wanted to do something
that was lightly themed. The boat
needed to look like a casino, not a
theme park.”

An essential element in creating
the vessel’s dynamic atmosphere
are the ceilings. Custom-finished
USG Interiors specialty ceiling pan-

Ceiling panels are used to create a night sky illusion in Casino Rouge.
The panels are pierced with holes and then embedded with 24 sub
miniature low voltage lamps. The effect was designed by IDI and cre-
ated by Tube Lighting Products.
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els were used throughout to add
shine and create visual space.

Aptly named Celebration Ceiling
Panels establish the festive atmos-
phere beginning in the embarkation
(lobby) area, where highly polished
stainless steel reflects a two-story
mural depicting masked lovers and
harlequins. The overall mood is
light and airy.

In the casino proper, the mood
shifts to excitement and drama.
Here, Celebration is used in a pol-
i s h e d  b r a s s  f i n i s h  t o  v i s u a l l y
expand the space, creating the illu-
sion of higher ceilings while reflect-
ing surrounding colors and light.

All an Illusion
In fact, lighting works with and

wi th in  the ce i l ings throughout
Casino Rouge. One of the most dra-
matic design elements is the night
sky illusion designed by IDI and

“... I find the

challenge enjoyable.

It forces you to stretch

yourself in terms of

what’s been done

before and what is

possible now.”

created by Tube Lighting Products
using USG Interiors’ Ceramic Her-
itage panels.

A total of 3,000 of the specially
created panels were used in Casino
Rouge. Tube Lighting Products
wo rked  w i t h  A l  Gunde rson  o f
L ight ing Supply  Inc. ,  Seat t le ,
throughout the project.

A three-story atrium, unique to
riverboat design, soars through all
three decks near the center of the
boat. Within the atrium, a 40-foot

Highly polished stainless steel ceiling panels reflect a two-story mural
in the Casino Rouge embarkation area.
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glass and fiber optic light sculpture
adds visual impact while creating
design unity from deck to deck. The
sculpture consists of 29 hand-carved
glass panels and 55,000 fiber optic
lights spiraling around a black cone-
shaped structure. Each of the glass
panels is carved in the masquerade
theme with faces of characters,
masks, streamers, stars, balls and
other images.

All the panels were carved by
Felix Moeslin of Felix Artistic En-
graving. The fiber optic lighting was

The ceiling panels

don’t rattle when the

boat’s mechanical sys-

tems cause vibration.

executed by Fiber Optics Interna-
tional of Seattle and the sculpture
was constructed by Dillon Works!,
also of Seattle.

Sound Reduction
More than just aesthetics drove

the selection of the ceiling panels
and other materials used in Casino
Rouge. Piacentini pointed out that
the greatest challenge in designing
this or any riverboat interior is creat-
ing a non-combustible environment.

‘Throughout the design, we were
concerned about maintaining what
the Coast Guard calls a ‘low fire
load.’ We couldn’t work with tradi-
t ional materials l ike drywall or
wood,” she said. “We used a lot of
metals, including the ceiling panels,
and f ire-rated and Coast Guard-
approved products like the laminates
and carpet. I find the challenge enjoy-
able. It forces you to stretch yourself
in terms of what’s been done before
and what is possible now.”

While fire safety is a common
concern in land- and water-based
projects, some other concerns on

Casino Rouge aren’t likely to be
problems in the typical office inte-
rior, like sound control. Where ceil-
ings work to absorb sound in an
off ice, Piacentini was concerned
about the ceiling creating sound on
Casino Rouge, but the ceiling panels
don’t rattle when the boat’s mechan-
ical systems cause vibration.

Casino Rouge has been more
than three years in the making and is
part of a $63 million facility on the
banks of the Mississippi River.

Since its Dec. 28 opening, Carol
Halicki, marketing manager for
Casino Rouge, estimates that nearly
250,000 people have been aboard.
Naval architects were Guido Perla
& Associates of Seattle. The ship
was bu i l t  by  Bender  Shipyard,
Braitbwaite, La.

“The boat is really beautiful and
it’s easy to access that people just
really love being on it,” Halicki said.
“It’s so different from anything else
here. There is just no comparison.” CD
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