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Sun Habits
Of 1,850 surveys mailed, responses

were compiled from 316 surveys repre-

senting all types of contracting compa-

nies. Of those who responded, 55 per-

By Jennifer Braico cent work for general contractors, 40

percent work for subcontractors and 5

percent work for another type of con-

struction company. Twenty-one per-

cent’ of those who responded are pro-

ject managers, 2 0  p e r c e n t  a r e
superintendents, 4 percent are fore-

men, and 55 percent identified them-

selves as another title, such as safety

manager, vice president or president.

Most of the companies (44 percent)

employ more than 101 people, 20 per-

Protecting skin from the sun is a key

factor in preventing sun damage. From

the 460 responses in this protection

category (respondents could choose

more than one response), survey results

show some construction workers pro-

tect themselves from the sun. Personal

protection equipment, such as W

clothing and W sunglasses, is popular

among field workers: 45 percent

reported that field workers use some

form of PPE to protect themselves

from the sun. However, not as many

are slathering on the sunscreen. Twen-

ty-seven percent of respondents said

field workers use sunscreen to protect
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themselves from the sun, 19 percent do

not protect themselves from the sun,

5 percent limit their time in the sun, 1

percent receive yearly cancer screen-

ings, and 2 percent protect themselves

in another way.

When asked about the type of PPE

hard hats to protect themelves

from the sun. Others said they take

other measures: long-sleeved shirts,

long pants, UV protective

sunglasses, baseball caps,

UV-resistant clothing.

wear hard hats to

protect themselves
from the sun. Fifteen percent cited

other PPE, such as long-sleeved shirts,

long pants, W protective sunglasses

and baseball caps, and 7 percent said

field workers are wearing W-resistant

clothing to protect from the sun.

Half of construction companies hold

safety talks about the sun’s harmful

effects, while 21 percent do nothing at

all to warn workers about sun damage.

Nineteen percent of companies provide

sun-exposure literature for workers, 8

percent rely on personal protective

equipment instructions, and 2 percent

inform workers about sun exposure

through other means, such as company

or insurance newsletters.

An overwhelming majority of respon-

dents (80 percent) believed that no field

field workers are using to protect them-

selves from the sun, an overwhelming

number (78 percent) said

that field workers

workers in their companies had been

diagnosed with skin cancer; 13 percent

said field workers at their

company had been

An overwhelming number

said that field workers wear

diagnosed with

skin cancer, and 7 per-

cent said they didn’t know.

The March/April 1999 issue of Job-
Site Supervisor features the complete

survey results and other safety articles,

including an in-depth look at skin can-

cer and construction field workers.
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